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Fall 2017 (3 credit hours) 

Wednesday afternoon (Time TBA) 

Room: TBA 

 

Professor: Prof. Aaron Klassen 

Email: Aaron_Klassen@boothuc.ca 

Phone: 204-TBA 

Office Hours: One hour before class time or by appointment (email) 

Office Location: Room TBA 

 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION           

 

This course interrogates social change, its experience and engagement, one of the most 

interesting and often inspiring areas of sociology.  As a student in this course, you will learn how 

to recognize, understand and explain social change through a variety of perspectives and 

principle methods of sociological analysis.  Major drivers of and responses to social change will 

be explored in weekly readings, lectures and discussions.  Areas to be analyzed will include 

social change through contestation or social movements, science and technological development, 

structured coercion or revolutions and war, corporations and material life, and state interventions 

such as health care or the extension of voting rights.  The course will be organized around key 

questions that will be addressed through a mix of weekly lectures, class and small group 

discussions, images, documentaries, guest speakers, and practical application.  Exams will be 

based on these sources and assigned readings.   

A prerequisite of registration includes the successful completion of SOC 100 or the professor’s 

approval. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES           
 

By the end of the course, students should be able to provide detailed answers to questions such as 

what is social change?  What are the elements that contribute to its development and waning? 
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How does social change vary according to historical times and global places?   How can I 

contribute to social change, both practically and ethically? 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS            
 

1. Ways of Social Change: Making sense of modern times (2
nd

 ed.) by Garth Massey. Published 

in 2016 by Sage: Los Angeles (ISBN 9781506306629). This book will be available at the UW 

bookstore. 

2. Supplementary materials will be posted on myBooth online or available in the library as 

indicated 

 
 

COURSE EVALUATION           

 

1. Midterm test (October 18)       (15%)    

2. Activities for further study assignment (3x3) (Oct 18/Nov 8/Nov 29) (15%)    

3. Research assignment (Nov 29)      (30%)  

4. Final exam         (30%) 

5. Participation        (10%)    

 

Midterm test (15%) – October 18         

  

The midterm test will be a combination of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions 

that assess student comprehension of course material.  The midterm is cumulative and will cover 

lecture notes and assigned materials. Students must bring proper identification (Booth student 

card) and are not permitted to use textbooks, class notes, or handheld devices during the tests. 

Under no circumstances will early tests be given. 

 

Activities for further study assignment (15%) – Oct 18/Nov 8/ Nov 29     

 

Each student will be responsible for answering any three “activities for further study” questions 

found at the end of each chapter in the Massey text.  This assignment will demonstrate the 

student’s critical assessment and application of scholarly knowledge to questions of social 

change.  Additional instructions will be provided in class.  

 

Two part research assignment (30%)         
 

Each student will be responsible for proposing a research project (due Nov 1; worth 5% of 

grade), and submitting an 8-10 page research paper (due Nov 29; worth 25% of grade).  The 

research paper will demonstrate the student’s ability to recognize social change, to explain its 

historical emergence, and assess its material significance. Detailed requirements will be 

distributed separately and discussed further in class.  The paper will be based on either 

internet/library based research, or a participant-observation project that will be discussed with 

the professor beforehand.  This paper will fulfill the major research project to be proposed and 

presented in class. 
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Final exam (30%)            

 

Each student will be required to write a final exam at a date to be confirmed after the final class.  

The final exam will be used to evaluate the student’s comprehension of the course content and 

ability to synthesize and critique varying perspectives of social change.  The final exam will be a 

combination of multiple choice, short answer and essay questions.  The final exam is cumulative 

and will cover lecture notes and assigned materials. Students must bring proper identification 

(Booth student card) and are not permitted to use textbooks, class notes, or handheld devices 

during the tests. Under no circumstances will an early exam be given. 

 

Participation (10%)            
 

Although class attendance is required for successful completion of this course, participation 

grades will not be distributed solely on the basis of regular attendance. Instead, participation will 

be understood to include arriving on time, consulting the assigned materials before class, asking 

questions, and offering comments during discussions, or in office hours. Contributions to class 

discussions are especially encouraged, with quality valued more highly than quantity.  Laptop 

computers will only be allowed for the purpose of taking notes.  Mobile devices should be turned 

off.  

 

Class Schedule (tentative – lecture topics subject to change, along with readings)   

September 6 – Introduction and course overview 

Week one readings: Massey Chapter One “The personal experience of social change” 

September 13 – Week Two 

Topics: What is social change and how do we recognize it? 

Readings: Massey Chapter two “Recognizing social change” 

September 20 – Week Three 

Topics: Understanding and explaining social change. 

Readings: Massey chapter three “Understanding and explaining social change” 

September 27 – Week Four 

Topics: Science, technology and innovation. 

Readings: Massey chapter four “Technology, Science and Innovation” 

October 4 – Week Five 

Topic: Social Movements part I 

Readings: Massey chapter five “Social Movements”; Goodwin and Jasper (articles posted on 

myBooth online) 

October 11 – Reading Break 

October 18 – Week Six 

Assignment: First “activities for further study” question due. 

Midterm test: Multiple choice; true/false; and short answers. 

Second half of class topic: Social Movements part II 

October 25 – Week Seven 

Topic and reading: Massey chapter six “War, Revolution, and social change” I 

November 1 – Week Eight 

Topic and reading: Massey chapter seven “Corporations” Part I 
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November 8 – Week Nine 

Assignment: First “activities for further study” question due. 

Topic and reading: Corporations part II 

November 15 – Week Ten 

Topic and reading: Massey chapter eight “The State” 

November 22 – Week Eleven 

Topic and reading: Massey chapter nine “Making Social Change” 

November 29 – Final class 

Research paper and final “activities for further study” question due at start of class. 

Conclusion 

Review for final exam 

TBA – Final exam 

Multiple choice; true/false; short answers; and essay 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION          

 

Voluntary withdrawal date without academic penalty: 3 November, 2017 

 

Time extension application deadline: 24 November, 2017 

 

All assignments are due on the date specified on handouts that will be distributed in class.  

Assignments must be typed, double spaced, and stapled.  Please format with 1 inch margins, use 

a 12 point font size, and Times New Roman style.  Assignments must be submitted to the 

professor in class and will not be accepted via email.  Students are expected to retain a copy of 

all submitted assignments in case of loss.  Requests for extensions and late submissions will only 

be considered under exigent circumstances and with proper documentation from a physician.  

 

Students are expected to cite consistently throughout their work and to use either APA 

(American Psychological Association), ASA (American Sociological Association), or Chicago 

Manual of Style (author-date), according to common style used by disciplinary major.  Please 

consult a Booth librarian or an online citation builder (http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/citationbuilder/) 

if you have any questions about correct referencing. 

 

Make-up tests will be allowed if there is a legitimate reason for your absence (e.g. illness or 

death in the family).  In the case of illness, a note from your doctor is required.  You must notify 

the instructor via email immediately after the missed test if you wish to write a make-up.  Failure 

to do so will result in a grade of “F” (0 credits) for the missed test.  Messages can also be left 

with Anellin Perez in Academic Services (204-942-4872). 

 

The following letter/percentage scale will be used for all assignments and tests: 

A+  90% - 100%   

A  85% - 89%   

A-   80% - 84% 

B+  75% - 79%  

B 70% - 74%   

http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/citationbuilder/


5 
 

C+   65% - 69% 

C  60% - 64% 

D   50% - 59% 

F  49% or less 

 

 

 

Academic Policies 

 

Students are encouraged to take responsibility for their success in the course by consulting the 

2017-2018 Booth University College Course Calendar regarding the following policies: 

 

Academic Appeals (p.21-23) 
 

http://online.anyflip.com/ezsa/zpqs/mobile/index.html#p=22 

 

Academic Integrity, including plagiarism (p.23) 

 

http://online.anyflip.com/ezsa/zpqs/mobile/index.html#p=24 

 

Letter Grades and Grade Points (p.24-26) 

 

http://online.anyflip.com/ezsa/zpqs/mobile/index.html#p=26   

 

Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth Classrooms 

 

Booth University College considers the classroom environment to be a special place of focused 

engagement between professors and students.  As such, electronic devices are allowed in the 

classroom only for the purposes of course instruction.  The use of computers, the internet 

(including email), downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require 

the express permission of the instructor.  Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 

blogging and other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms.  The use of personal 

computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege that may be withdrawn at 

the discretion of the instructor. 

 

Unclaimed Term Work 

 

It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests. Any term work that 

has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of final 

exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the conclusion of this time, all 

unclaimed term work will be destroyed according to FIPPA guidelines. 

http://online.anyflip.com/ezsa/zpqs/mobile/index.html#p=22
http://online.anyflip.com/ezsa/zpqs/mobile/index.html#p=24
http://online.anyflip.com/ezsa/zpqs/mobile/index.html#p=26

